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 How to talk about the Report Card (Kerry) 

 High School Preparation data (Kerry) 

 Graduation rate data trends (Rebecca) 

 Summer Reading Program (Rebecca) 

 Survey updates (Rebecca) 



 Were changes in grad rates between 2006 -07 and 2010-11 
due to changes in definition of grad rate or do they reflect 
actual increases? 
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◦ The new calculation did go into effect for 2011. This should be considered 
the new baseline rather than an uptick in the grad rate. 

◦ The low data of 69.9% for 2006 is an anomaly – 2005 graduation rate was 
75% 

◦ There are four ways to look at it, creating a low, middle, high, and highest 
estimate for change in grad rate: 

 Low estimate: From 2005 to 2010 the raw growth was +.4% 

 Middle estimate: The four year average for 2005 to 2008 = 73.3; the four year 
average for 2007 to 2010 = 74.95, with averaged growth of +1.65% 

 High estimate: IF we include 2011, the raw growth from 2005 to 2011 is +2.9% 

 Highest estimate: IF we only look back as far as 2006, and also include 2011, the 
change in graduation rate is +8% 

◦ While the range of growth suggested by the possible scenarios is quite 
large (.4% to 8%), all estimates do show growth over time. 

◦ Combined with the slight decrease in remediation rates in the past year, 
and we can say with some confidence that the system is moving in the 
right direction. The question is: what moved it? 









 The overall takeaway is that April’s trends held true for May. This 
indicates “reliability” in our survey instrument. Looking for at least 
one more month of data to confirm our “baseline” data, and hope 
to see positive growth from there over time. 

 

 The first set of “Crosstabs” are complete: Key findings (i.e. 
“statistically significant”) 
◦ Teachers who are trained in implementation and in upgrading skills more 

strongly believe that common core will improve AZ education and in their 
classroom – in April it was a weak relationship but the pattern was starting to 
show up. By May it was statistically significant. The “training to upgrade skills” 
had a much stronger relationship. This is one to keep an eye on – not only is 
training important for skills, but also for self confidence. 

 

 Just received more detailed cross-tabs, will have more info at next 
meeting.  



 Our second bi-annual statewide public opinion poll for Common core 
went out in April. The first one was in October, right after a huge 
media blitz for the commoncore.org launch, and Arizona Ready’s 
summer reading media.  

 Related to our goals, the trends are a little down, but with only two 
data points it’s hard to draw conclusions.  

◦ Awareness of ACCS = 22% compared to 24% in October (Year 2 goal 
= 30%) 

◦ (Of those who are aware) Support of ACCS =  44%, compared to 61% 
in October (Year 2 Goal = 62%) 

 Phoenix parents are more likely than non-Phoenix to say they’ve 
heard about Common Core (28% vs. 19%). 

 Awareness of Common Core among parents is down from October 
(46% to 28%). 

 Phoenix parents are more likely than non-parents to have a 
favorable opinion of Common Core (58% vs. 42%). 

 



 Monthly newsletter 
◦ May, new website launch 

 Social media updates 
◦ Trends are flat, but we have a plan (online media and 

staff re-org) 

 Legislative update 
◦ Key bills signed, budget passed 


